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1 . EMBASSY MAY WISH TO DRAW UPON FOLLOWING IN RESPONDING 
TO QUESTIONS RAISED IN CONNECTION WITH AP ARTICLE ON 
LACIE PROJECT AND SUBSEQUENT LA NACION EDITORIAL. 

2. USDA HAS BEEN ROUTINELY MAKING GLOBAL CROP PRODUCTION 
ESTIMATES FOR MANY YEARS USING BEST AVAILABLE INFORMATION. 
THESE ESTIMATES ARE PUBLISHED AND WIDELY DISSEMINATED. 
LACIE IS DESIGNED TO IMPROVE TIMELINESS AND ACCURACY OF 
USDA ESTIMATES. THOUGH BECAUSE LACIE IS AN EXPERIMENT, USD 
IS NOT NOW USING LACIE INFORMATION TO PRODUCE ITS FORECASTS 

3. LACIE PROJECT WAS ANNOUNCED IN NOVEMBER 1974 BY 
SECRETARY KISSINGER AT WORLD FOOD CONFERENCE. LACIE HAS 
SINCE BEEN DISCUSSED REPEATEDLY AND IN DETAIL AT UN AND 
INTERNATIONAL TECHNICAL MEETINGS AND HAS BEEN SUBJECT OF 
SEVERAL JOURNAL ARTICLES. 
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4. LACIE USES NASA LANDSAT AS WELL AS NOAA METEOROLOGICAL 
SATELLITE DATA ALL OF WHICH IS AVAILABLE ON AN UNRESTRICT 
ED BASIS AT NOMINAL PRICES. 

5. THUS, LACIE ALWAYS HAS BEEN OPEN PROJECT AND CITED 
ARTICLES ARE FLATLY IN ERROR IN SUGGESTING COVERT 
CHARACTER AND "UNUSUAL DISCLOSURE". ROBINSON 
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